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2.0        METHODOLOGY  

 

 Trees 

2.1 Where development, as defined by the project development framework plan and the 

ancillary parameters plan is to occur, trees have been broadly assessed based on 

guidance set out within the British Standard BS 5837: (2005) Trees in Relation to 

Construction � Recommendations. This standard provides recommendations and 

guidance on the principles to be applied to achieve successful integration of 

development with trees, shrubs and hedgerows. Where development (including 

demolition) is to occur, the standard provides guidance on the approach needed to 

decide which trees are appropriate for retention, the means for protecting these trees 

during the development (including demolition and construction work) and the means 

of incorporating trees into the developed landscape. 

 

2.2 Trees have been divided into one of four categories (based on the cascade chart for 

tree quality assessment). These are classed as A, B, C or R (Section 4.3 of BS 

5837).  This gives an indication as to the treeís importance in relation to the site and 

the local landscape and, also, the value and quality of the existing trees on site. This 

assists informal decisions concerning which trees should be removed or retained 

should development occur. For a tree to qualify under any given category it should 

fall within the scope of that categoryís definition (see below). Categories A, B and C 

cover trees that should be a material consideration in the development process, each 

with three further sub-categories (i, ii, iii) which are intended to reflect arboricultural, 

landscape and cultural (nature conservation) values. Category R trees are those 

which would be lost in the short term for reasons connected with their physiology or 

structural condition. They are for this reason not considered in the planning process. 

In assigning trees to the A, B or C categories, the presence of any serious disease or 

tree ñ related hazards are taken into account. If the disease is considered fatal and / 

or irremediable, or likely to require sanitation for the protection of other trees it may 

be categorised as R, even if they are otherwise of considerable value. 

 

Category (A) � (Light Green): are trees whose retention is most desirable and are of 

high quality and value. These trees are considered to be in such a condition as to be 

able to make a lasting contribution (a minimum of 40 years) and may comprise: 

(i) Trees which are particularly good examples of their species especially rare or 

unusual, or essential components of groups or of formal or semi-formal arboricultural 

features (e.g. the dominant and/or principal trees within an avenue); 


